. These dendritic cells are derived from the bone marrow and possess Fe and C3 receptors (Frelinger et al., 1979; Katz et al., 1979; Stingl et al., 1977) .
Class II immune response (Ia) antigens are expressed on guinea pig, human, and murine LC, and appear to be intimately associated with their proposed immunological functions (Frelinger et al., 1979; Sting! et al., 1978; Klareskog et al., 1977; Rowden et al., 1977) .
LC act as antigen-presenting cells in allogeneic and antigen-specific proliferative and cytotoxic T-cell responses in vitro (Steineretal., 1985; BraathenandThorsby, 1980; Stingletal., 1978) .
It has been proposed that epidermal LC may also act as target cells in contact hypersensitivity reactions (Silberberg-Sinakin et al., 1980) . 
Results
The ABC-immunoperoxidase-stained epidermal sheets revealed regularly distributed, dendritic class Il-positive cells ( Figure  1A) . The dendrites of the positive cells could be clearly seen between the keratinocytes ( Figure  1B) . A median of 1444 cells/mm2 was found ( range 900-1900). 
